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A resolution to restrict the use of “WAKE BOATS”

The attached signatures of Town of Worcester property owners request the
immediate action by The Town of Worcester Board on the following
resolution.

Based on The State of Michigan Fisheries Division Report 37. [ATTACHED)]

Definition of a wake boat; watercraft that adds water to the stern of the
watercraft to increase the size and height of the wake.

Whereas, the use of wake boats is increasing, but only by very few people.
Even one wake boat can effect the enjoyment of many on lake. And

Whereas, environmental concerns have effected the way in which we use
public waterways. It has been shown that wake boats can disturb shorelines at
a distance of 600 feet and can take up to 984 feet to dissipate the energy of
their wake. Also they can affect lake bed as deep as 30 feet or more. This
disturbance on lake beds can lead to degradation of fish habitat and water
quality due to sedimentation redistribution. The wave energy has been shown
to be from 500% to over 2500% higher than the monthly average of wind
driven energy. And

Whereas; fishing boats are required to drain and dry their boats before
leaving a lake, it is almost impossible to drain all of the ballast from a wake
boat. This is done to prevent the spread of invasive species. And

Whereas, there are no lakes or waterways located within the Town of
Worcester that would allow the safe environmentally sound operation of
these types of watercraft. And

Whereas, only one wake boat operating on the lakes in The Town of
Worcester can negatively affect all boaters and swimmers using our lakes .

Therefor, be it resolved that the Town Board adopt this resolution and create
an ordinance prohibiting a wake boat from using water ballast inside the boat,
additional weight added to inside of boat, or an external device that creats an
increased wake size.
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